Goals of Care: Understanding the Outcomes that Matter Most.
Advanced care planning is a critically important part of the care of seriously and critically ill patients. A responsibility of all physicians as part of primary palliative care, advanced care planning discussions are more than discussions about code status and should begin early and proceed in parallel with recovery-focused care. Strategies and best practices for advanced care planning in the elective setting and when time is short are reviewed, as are the myriad legal documents that can be used to provide a physical representation of the advanced care planning discussions.